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TTS BEAK IT CARRIED 7 CER FEAR 
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THE ENGLISHMAN SPOKE TRULY, CREATURE, 


: , Z } 6 WO 
WHAT'S THE POINT? WE r - Wik, HD } ee 


SCREWED UP (NOT AS 
WELL FINIGH IT HE2E THAN : : } ; 4 
h STICK AROUND FOR WHAT'S 1 AY : | q : 
‘ i j d 


EE 


Sy Aa 


" RUNNINE BLING DOWN DARK TONVELS, FOLLOWING TRE “A TIDRL WAVE CF SCIL FOLLOWED IRE DOWN THE LAST STRETCH OF 
EUROS ROURE, I HEMED GRANITE THUMCERELOUOS: TUNNEL, SURGING RLONE ROCK ARTERIES FROM THE LOCO? 
GRINDING TOGETHER ANG COLE MEN SCRESIING. fe. AT TRE. oe “SISTEM S 7 


“T REMEMBERED WHAT TPAD HEN IE NEE TE 


BA Mu ANE XEPT MOVING. ray 
ik i 


"THe SCREAMS HAL STOPPED. T REACHED 
ORYUGHT SECONLS BHERO OF THE GUSHING % 
CARIN, 


eT SAT IV THE PRIAGONIAN SUNLIGHT, 
COUGHING AND SHAKING SND WSHINE Ty 
THE HD BON RUINED MWY LAST PACKET 
OF SUK cst ble i 


PE . 
SITUATION. 18 BETREEN (AY SPLUTTERING AOD THE 
CRETURE'S NORMAL TALKING SPEED I RK A LONG Wak 


"THe BIRD HAD FLOWN; ZONE TO WAKE A POWER THAT y; 
AWOULD LEVEL HEAVEN. WE COULDNT ALTER THAT. Al LEAST WE COULD BE READY. 
s 5 = y FOR IT WHEN IT ARRIVED. 


“THIS WAG AY CONTINGENCY PLAN, 
ALTHOUGH OBViOUSLY WED NEED 
HELP WED ALSO Haye LES 


THEN we sapanaren, © 
LITERALLY IN HIS CAGE, 
AND T GAVE UP THE 
PERPETUAL SOUTH 
AMERICAN SUPIMER. .. 


CHECK LOCAL TV LISTINGS FOR TIME A 
AAAI IANO nna 


STA 


TION 
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MIND-BENDING MONTHLY ADVENTURES 
GUARANTEED TO DRIVE YOU ona 


SENSATIONAL STORIES BY LEN WE! 
mm OUTRAGEOLIS ART BY PARIS GHLIINS ¢BRICE PATTERSON! | 
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y 
CONSTANTINE, 
You 


YEAH, WELL, L PRACTICE, LISTEN, WINTER... \Z@ 
‘KNOW WE'VE HAD DIFFERENCES IN THE 
PAST, BUT THIS JOB'S (PORTANT, 


SOMETHING DRASTICS 


BEARING DOWN. WE NEED 
EVERY AVAILABLE 
(ANE 


THE THREAT WILL SURFACE 
IN THE AFTERWORLDS' BEYOND 
EARTH. THE SWAMP THING S 


WEWCASILE, 
NOW, PLEASE, = TV 
_T MUST BE ALOWE. I'm Bisex 


BUSY MY ARSE! WHAT IT 15, MATE, 1S LISTEN. . JUST ACROSS 
THAT OU ve cot THe NOLELE Bechuce ) EA? ) THe S7REy FROM OUR 


YOU'RE TOO GOOD RO WINCEE? : j HOT 228 SIND T FEEL SUDDENLY 
“PECKISH, WHT EEN TOCO MIE GUT; 


‘SHOULDN'T BE BEYOND A MAN OF 
YOUR CAPABILITIES, EH? r 


" WELL, IN TERMS OF 
ABILITY, THERE ARE 


r RIGHT, YOU CANT. SO 
LET 6 NOT HEAR ANY (ORE ABOUT 
THESE OBVIOUS. DIFFERENCES IN ABILITY. 


BLOODY HELL, I'O HAVE THOUGHT 
You'D BE LEASED TO HELP. 
SARGOW YOLUNTEERED LIKE 

A SHOT. 


WELL, PERHAPS IF HES 
PREPARED TO TRUST YOu, YOU KNOW HOW {TS WHEN We 
UN AIKSTIC: TES GET WIND OF SOME- 
mlHiNG UKE THIS, WE ALL COME 


USTEN, T'VE GOT 
PEOPLE TO VSIT. TLL 
CALL CATER WITH 


WER THE KORLD, A ELRP WPS FLUNG, A RCCED i SALEM, AT THE HOUSE WITHOUT DOORS OR CORNERS, 
BLACK WOTE OW THE STAVE OF THE WIND, FOO A GOLD MASK BEGAIV 7D WHISPER 70 /ISELF, VOICE DRY 
HIGH FOR ALL BUT THE KAREST EARS. S AS ECYPT. 


THE BIRD FLEW OM; FIND THE TASTE OF PE 
PEARL IN (7S BEAK WAS UNSPEAKABLE, tL, 
sed LL Ms 
ASNT PASSED BEYOND JHE FRAVEO EDGES OF OU INA BIG CHY OF SMALL HORRORS, % 
AGREED REALITY (7 SCREECHED ONCE, THEN OWE OF THE NIGHT'S OLDEST LEGENDS J 
WINGED ON 17S WA! HOKE SUDDENLY FROM FRAGMENTED 
‘ DREAMS OF HANES CLASPED AROWO {9T DISTURBED, DR, OCCT 
ATHBLE, CROWS, AND CEATH, SAT AWAKE UNTIL BRHIV, 


Se 


BD MOURNFULLY OVER THE POSEBOUND 
SHORELINES OF THE WAKING GORD OURSICE THE CRUMBLING MANSIONS OF 
ONCONECICUSNESS, TWO BROTHERS LOKED 
UP AND SAW THE BRP RSS, THEN FELL IO 
ARBAING ABOUT ITF SPECIES. 
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appears ibe a 

Tempus laseatos 
Transportus! 
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remove, Glip the bug off olor?) ich 
seem nro romore, ia =e ie <uagy eo? iS 2 we neat 4 
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Wee the BUS on your wri, and waeh wat happene! : at 
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@ SiEISSUe MINESeries 
from you-know-who 
and his friend 
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as 
SOME 


SORTA BOON, RIGHT? THE KIND THAT / 


TAKES PEOPLE DOWN TO, UH... 


f CUSHTA GO BACK. 
LL Y'KNOW... TO FINK 
PROPERLY, 


USTEN, THIS 1S 4 BIS ENOUGH scAay THEY'VE GIVEN 
OP ALREADY. DON'T MAKE IT HARD. YOU A CARDIAC 


OH/HI. LISTEN, CAN 
YOU TALK TO THIS. 
cu? 


CARDIBE /HASGASE... THEY 
REALLY MAKE A MESS OUT OF 
THE SCHEDIILES UP HERE 


SO ANYWAY, WHAT 
BRINGS \OV/ To THESE 
PARTS? YOU DIDN'T 
MISPLACE YOUR CLD 

2AOY PERIN? 


I FEAR OUR VISITOR'S 
MISSION I6 LESS PERSONAL 
THAN WHEN HE VENTURED 
HENCE TO RETRIEVE A 
LOVER'S SOU/L, AND PERHARS 
OF GREATER URGENCY. 


1 BELIEVE HE HAS Come 
SEEKING THE ASSISTANCE 
OF FRIENDS, 


DON'T YOU EVER KNOCK? 
Y'KNOW, OVEOP THEGE DAYS 
YOU'LL TURN UP LIKE THAT 
AND 6CARE SOMEBOOY 

10 DEATH. 


» ALTHOUGH I FEAR EVEN HEAVEN 
MAY KNOW DESTRUCTION AND MORTHLITY. 
SOON ENOUGH. 2 


A MESSAGE HAS BEEN 


SENT BY CARCER BIRD, 


SHAD Het MLL ee ‘ ee wae 
FALL UPON z= : A FLUKE OF THE 
. ECTORASM... 


( WHY SAOwLD_\ DURING THE caress, \| 
T HELP YOUZy I STOOD BEFORE THE 
: 7 DAWN OF TIME TO AID 


NEITHER DOES BAROW WINTER... 
BUT AE OFFERED US THE USE OF 


THE BRKTERIA UID THAT, ASA 


PRELUDE YO THE ANNIHILATION 


= 


tater 
ae AR i 
i= mite 


s 
WE'D BE AQWORED IF SOMEONE 


OF YOUR EXPERIENCE WOULD 


JOIN US... ALTHOUGH WE COULD 
GET INTO SOME DANGEROUS 
TERRITORY ONCE THINGS START_A 


HEPPEMING 
12 


IN MY LIFE, T HAVE EMBRACED 
BOTH 6Aq2 AND EVIL, THAT 
MY KNOWLEDGE OF ZACH SHOULD 


Add 


a 
“Ne WE ARE IN THE HALEHIY TEROTORIES 
t PURE, BeTWEEN HEAVEN AND THE VAST RUINATION 
. BLN, es 
ITS AGRE WE WILL 
FIND THE ONE WE 


Be 


(N THE FACE OF WHAT THE 
BRUTERIG HAVE CALLED OP, 
IF HIS HELP IS REFLGED, WE 
ARE L057. = 


«2. 1F YOU KNOW OF 
OUR PRESENCE, THEN YOU KNOW 
: WHY WE HAVE COME HERE, 


“2 SAW THE GUN. AND wo CIO NOTHING) _ 
OF THE PEARL IW 1S BERK. ~ : 7 STOP (T ? 
I a Pectiog THIS BIRD MLL 
BACK A AQR2A8 BEYOND: 
OeEN oie IMMAGININGS | 


IT WILL BRING BACK THE 
QRGINAIL DARKNESS. 


DARKNESS’... 4 WHISPERED LEGEND EVEW IN TAS 
| LAE WHERE ALL 65 LEGEND. 


A “CET THE BIRDS PEARL TRUSIRAY WAKE ST UP. ype ——— 
LET /T CRAWL BACK INTO THE UGHT...” ij .- WHERE MY GREAT 
= df WRATH MAY SHRIVEL IT JO } . 
DUST, ONCE AND FOR 2 AO THE FINAL CHAMPION 
ALL ? OF THAT VOICE WHICH SPEAKS 
UN ALL THINGS. T SHALL BE 
THERE, WHEN ZAIN NEEDED. 


"AND PERHARS, AT AST, BW AENERSARY 
Wed ee TRY TEST MY WORTH, 


REASSURED 7S HE CRAZY? 
HE ZE7 THAT BIRD THROUGH 
SO HE'D HAVE SOMETHING si 


y COME. We must COW—NCE, ; TOWARDS Y 
HELL , HOPING THAT ALL EXISTENCE 5 
DOES NOT SOON FOLLOW US. 


/ Varn? cAN You SLOW DOWN A : WHAT EXACTLY /S THIS 
UTTLE 7 THIS 1S DIFFICULT TO ) DARKNESS? IS IT 
FALM... fg 23 


| Sener7 WORLD, T DON'T SEE WHAT 
HELP,THIS GO/REE AT GAROV 
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YY, TG \ oe : ¢ : ON ae WiLL Ge. 
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WAIT A MINUTE! I REMEMEER 

CONGTANTING, 1'M NOT SURE 
ABDUCTING MY 

AND FILLING HER HEAD WITH THIG 


HAH, WELL, AT LEAST 

He's AGREED 10 COME, 

IF NOT FOR THE RIGHT 
REASONS. 


AHH, HE'S MEVER TRUSTED 

ME, NOT SINCE HE FOUND 

OUT WE WERE ATTENDING 

THAT ANIC STUAES. 
pre RO TOGETHER, 


ONLY THE RAGING, 
INCOHERENT CAROZASN. 


TANGER THREATENS? SIRS, L AN 
BEE! T'0 CREDITED THE ANGELS 


WITH MORE 


DLEVL CRWES? 
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<i S| 
1. HAD FEARED you 
INGHT MELCAME TH 
DARKNESS It FLIEE TO FHKE, 


> 


CADRES 
TO SIDE WITH ME IN FAVORING . 
THE DEVIL THAT WE AAC, 


Zi eo 


| JOHN... JOHN, MY AUVZ. MY MIND I'M SERS; JOHN. [VE NEVER ) A-AND WITH 
| WON'T 7AKE ALL THIS. YOu 
SHOULDN'T HAVE 
PRESSURED ME PRESSURED? 
INTO COMING. HOW COULD A WORKING- 


LOOK, JUST RELAX. LETS EO 
BEEN A Amer. I DON'T FIT/W_, ALL THE 67RESS } AND FIND A QUIET ROOM 
WITH THESE PEOPLE. ‘ T'VE BEEN UNDER _/ SOMEWHERE. THERE S 


mp CLASS LAD UKE ME |e Lao | ia 
a We) i ae 


4 
' 


= ) 
e: I-EM NOT SURET 
WNT TO RELAX, I'VE GOT A 


#{ GAO FEELING. T KEEP THINKING 


YOU SEE, BARON wiNTER’s Aauee | [T FIGURE YOUR HELMET 
1G CWIGUE. IT'S NOT REALLY 


MON. .STICK IT OW, LET'S 
TEST RUN. 


STEVE, CAIOY, THIS 
16 APOE: 


TANT, WE'VE 


H TURNED UP Z47= AND 
QUNUITED. 1 CONT} 
KAW Hin. coun. fe 


{G 
\ YOU CHECK Hm) 
: : OT? 


THOUGHTS HE SEEMS 
GENUINE ENOUGH, T 


*I.,2 GEEA BIRD, | 17'S FLYING TOWARDS ME I ON. 600, On, Gon, ||) "THERE'S SQNETING AS BIG ASA 
SOMETHING FON, YOU SHOULD \ CONTINENT BENEATH MME. SOME SORT OF 
See... MASSIVE FORTRESS, LIKE A HUGE 
CONCENTRATION CAMP... JOHN? JOHN, 
COUP 17 BE. re 


Ze “ta. Pa : 3 
PRBT THE FORTRESS... ues 
: — w - - Ps 
"@-BUT TRE TERRIORY BEYOND THAT PONT zee 
Min IT ISN'T UKE REAL BECGRAPHY AT ALL! ARCIN ONE STATE DUS 


1! L JUST FOUHED SOME MINDS 
GLY; DISEASED MINES. 


TMEYVE SEEN THE BIRD PASS 
| VERY EXCITED ABOL/T [78 IMPLICATIONS. 
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readers. For nineteen years of my lifer 
‘was one of those ignorant people who 
/ believed that comics were forilliterates 
or children or people who were too 
immature or stupid to read a real book. 
Then I fell in love with.e man who I 
believed was one of the most 


thought it was and I.couldn’t 
understand how an intelligent human 
being could lower himself to read such 
trash. He was extremely patient with 
me and finally persuaded me to read 
geome comics he knew would spark my 
interest. Now I'm hooked, I practically 
die from month to month wondering 
what will happen next in CRISIS ON 
ONFINITE EARTHS and I consider 
myself a personal friend of the Blue . 
Devil. I want to thank you for the 
WHO'S WHO series; it sure makes 
nineteen yeare of catching up much 
easier. i'm sorry it took me until D.C,’s 
50th anniversary year to discover the 
excitement of comics, but you can bet 

Mil. still bea loyal reader come the 
100th anniversary. 


| Heather A. Campbell 
scr . Ontario 
CANAD: 
NOE 1RO 


No apologies necessary, Heather. 
We are always delighted to receive 
letters from recent converts. You see, 
most of us in the comics industry work 
oD op the kind of material that wewould 


CHECK 
WEEK OF MARCH 20 


Lis Tf 


© Swamp Thing 49: Swamp Thing 


gathers hia forces for the showdown! 


enjoy as readers and hope that the 
people who comprise our audiegce 


share our feelings about that material. 


I don't know of anyone whe, when at 
hie or her drawing board or typewriter, 
thinks consciously of aiming his 
creative sights at a literacy level lower 
than his or her own. We're adults who 
work daily creating stories that utilize 
elements of hercic fantasy that are 
aimed, hopefully, at other adults (of all 
ages). 


| Welcome aboard and enjoy! 


seare 


Dear Mr. Giordano, 

You asked for readers’ responses to. 
the Meanwhile column for the week, of 
November 28th, concerning 
“censorship,” and I am more than 
happy to oblige. 

I may not be a high-and-mighty 

ic book publisher, but I can easily 
tell the difference between the 
concepts of goed and bad. Peddling 
pre-marital sex, sweaz-words, and 
bare breasts to impressionable 
children is bad: Read a Bibleand learn 
for yourself. 

Am I mistaken, or do you honestly 
believe that if a work of literature 
doesn’t have any of these three things, 
it automatically becomes pap? Come 
off it. Even a liberal (which I dow take 
you to be) can’t possibly be that naive. 
But then again... 

Also, parents have a right to know 
what their children are involved in, 
and if you refuse to tell the public the 
difference between Superman and 
Underground comix (if there ia one by 
the time you're done), then I’m bound 
and determined to do it myself. / 

T'd like to conclude this letter withan 
‘ppropriate quote from the Bible: 


© Adventures of the Outsiders 34:The 
Masters of Disaster return! 

© Green Lantern Corps 201: A new 
title, a new direction, and all-new 
excitement! 

DO Warlerd 106: Enter Daimon, as 
Morgan is drawn deeper into the 
mysiery of Shakira’s past? 

© Blue Devil 25: Mary Frances 
Cassidy is running for her life! Blue 
Devil to the rescue! 

© Who's Whe 16: Monitors, Mongul, 
New Gods, Night Force, Mordry, and 


many others! 


. typical. That's where the problema 


“Whoever causes one of these little 
ones who believe in me to sin, it would 
be better for him to have a great 
millstone fastened round his neck and 
to be drowned in the depth of the sea.” 
Sincerely, 
_ Larry King 
* Bridge St. Box 1890 
Morrisville, YT 05661 
or. Tloved the closing scene of 
WOMAN #329. Whatever 
disk Ying Geet ca not a prude: 


Ym not a bigh- pod ants ae 
hook publisher either. 

opinions expressed in m: Mesa hile 
Soluzn are'mine, net our publisher’. 
My opinion was (and is) that a rating 
aystem, per se, would not accomplish, 
the enda of informing the public or 
concerned parents as to thecontentaoi 
individual comic magazines. It was not 
‘my opinion that we, as an industry, 
shoulda’ f try to. ued heeled to ‘ 
eeeeviak that desired end. I'm 
aftaid, though, that I'm not wise 
enough to create a aystem that would 
satiaty everyone or anyone. Using 
your letter as a guide, I think I could 
create & system: of labeling that would 
gatisty you, but I don’t think you're 
typical. (I really don't think anyone is 


start.) Surely you know that everyone 
doesn't view the world (and comics) az 
youido. What is a “swear-word” to you. 
may not be to your neighbor; some 
people don’t think bare breasts are 
necessarily bad; many don't share the 
belief that we “peddle” it, even though 
an argument can be made that comica 
depict violence on occasion, and why 
ig thata betteror morecommon human 
experience than making love? You 
see, Mr. King, Idon'thave the answers. 
And neither do you. You have answera 
that satisfy you and I have answera 
thatsatisfy me and neither of our sets of 
answers satisfies everyone else. You 
may be satisfied that your wisdom 
should prevail, but I'm afraid that I 
consider myself an ordinary human 
being, suffering all the frailties that 
status implies, and therefore not 
qualified to speak for my fellow. 

The only rating that works is: 
caution: This magazine may offend 
someone. 

* Parenthétically, most of my 
associates think of me as being 
conservative. I disagree. I see myself 
as a moderate, while you “know” meto 
be a liberal. See how well labels work? 

Thank You and Good Afternoon. 


=D ide 


01 Sgt. Rock 410: Easy Company ison 
the offensive, but the Nazis are 


prepared! 
(G Booster Gold 5: The Fascinator 
appears! Tax troubles for Booster! 
Enter: The Boostermobile! 
 Jnfinity, Inc. 27: The end of 
Carcharo and more with Wildcat! 
© New Teen Titans 21: The pressure 
mounts for Wonder Girl and she's 
about to crack! 
© Dark Knight Returns 1: A four-isaue, 
48-page-each series by Frank Milleras 
Batman turns 50! 


" FLAPPING, WHEELING THROUGH A CHACTIC. 
INFERNO "177M WETHER LAND WOR SKY... 
ee 


ALL. THAT FEAR AND BADNESS.. 
i 7S GOING TO DROP /F ECON. 


“WTS DING. THE CHAOS /6 TEARING IT UR... 
NOTHING CAV LIE LONG IV THAT. 


"WKS WINGS ARE SIIRTING TO SIMOLDER., 
ETS BEAKS. Gig 


iT UST HAS TO GET AFR 
ENOUGH, OUT INTO THE c/7- 
MATTER... WAIT A MOMENT, AMT 
PICKING UP THE BIRDS 7G HE?) 


1...1T USED 10 BE Atma. 
IT USED TO BE A HERI7AN. 
OH, a2. 


HE SPLASH. D/P YAtl HEAR 17? 17 SOUNDED SO 


1, HORI CORILD HERR IT WORLD 
SB Wierd 2. 


"TWO DEMON CREATURES... TRAWLING 
ON THE SHORES OF HELL. THEY SEE 
THE TIDELINE BEING SUCKED OUT 
AWAY FROWN THEM, THEY RE FRIGHT- 


ZIP 


Dear Swamp Thing Staff, 

This is one old and jaded comics fan 
who is glad that there are still some 
comics creators out there striving to 
break ground in the graphic story 
medium. | don’t know about anyone 
else, but I've about had it up to here with 
mutants, secret battles, and comics 
based on toy robots. Fortunately in this 
day and age the aware reader knows 
there are alternatives to the mighty 
Marvel stranglehold. First Comics looks 
to be the most promising of the new 
comic publishers, but it is the venerable 
DC that has improved the most of any 
company in the last five years. Still, who 
would have thought almost fourteen 


years after its inception, that SWAMP _ 


THING would once again be one of DC’s 
most popular comics? 

SWAMP THING #43 was another 
thought-provoking tale from the ‘wiki 
imagination of Alan Moore. Having 
grown up in the late 60's andearly 70’s! 
found it very easy to identify with a char- 
acter like Chester. | no longer have hair 
down past my shoulders and | don’t 
wear fringed leather jackets much any- 
more; but! dostill enjoy listening to such 
rock legends as the Allman Brothers, 
Jimi Hendrix, and the Beatles and re- 
reading the classic works of Carlos 
Castaneda. 

This missive is directed to SWAMP 
THING, however, and “Windfall” was 
definitely one of the gang’s best efforts 
to date. This is even more surprising for 
the fact that our hero, and main char- 
acter of the book, only appeared briefly 
on the first page of the story. This is 
unusual and probably wouldn't have 
worked in @ super-hero story where so 
much of the plot is dedicated to prefab- 
ticated fight scenes. And herein lies the 
major difference between SWAMP 
THING and the multitude of super 
chump stories currently on the stands. 
SWAMP THING has more in common 
with comics like the NEW TEEN TITANS, 
Grimjack, and Oreedstar than you might 
think. Along with these titles Swampy 

~ shares the elements of horror, science 
fiction, and adventure, but it is actually 
the spotlight on normal human,actions 
and behavior that sets this book, andthe 
comics |. mentioned above, apart from 
most of the junk now being published. 
ft is this humanistic, and realistic, 
approach to the. characters in “Wind- 
fail” that made this such an engrossing 
story. Believe it or not, I've known Earth 
Prime doubles of all of these characters 
at one time.or another in my life. Unfor- 
tunately, there are too many peopte like 


Milo and his junky friend in the real 
world. On the other hand, the story of 
Dave and his terminally ill wife was 
something else all together. Anyone 
who has had a family member, or close 
friend, pass away from a long involved 
terminal illness should easily be able to 
identify with Dave. The final stages of 
cancer, in particular, are tremendously 
painful both spiritually and physically to 
the victim and his loved ones, Page five 
of this story explains the ordeal very 
vividly for anyone with a heart not made 
of stone. As this part of the plot evolved! 
noticed another strong statementon the 
part of Dave and his wife that a few 
readers may not have noticed. In her last 
days Sandy and Dave decided that she 
would live the rest of her life in their 
home—not in a hospital attached to 
machines and tubes, but in the com- 
fortable surroundings she loved the 
best..In the end she died happy and rela- 
tively painlessly, | hope, and on page 
eighteen, this part of the plot ended with 
more drama and good feelings than | 
thought a comic book could ever offer. A 
very beautiful story indeed. 
Bill D. Middleton 
1010 Connelly, 
Clovis, NM 88101 


eeeee 


Dear Karen, 

[ve been mentally putting this letter 
together for the past few months, and 
didn't expect to write it at all; but 
SWAMP THING 43 has brought things 
to a point. It was a good strong plot with 
nice art—everything, in my opinion, that 
the over-emotional issue 34 (Rites of 
Spring) wasn’t. However, Alan is at it 
again, and quite frankly it’s getting a bit 
boring. He's being controversial again. 

Ever since issue 32 Mr. Moore (whol 
have the greatest respect for in other 
respects) has been hammering various 
points down our throats via his SWAMP 
THING plots. | agree with him that our 
Society is in a big mess in a lot of ways, 
and people need to be made more aware 


of this; but I'm getting tired of Mr. Moore’ 


writing about the bad points of nuclear 
power, racism, sexism and the good 
points of being a vegetarian, taking 
psychedelic drugs and so on. He does it 
very wall, but it's beginning todominate 
the plot. Or have | missed something 
and this is what American Gothic is all 
about? 

Anyway, ll change the subject. 
During a recent flipping-through-back- 
issues session, | was struck by an idea 


about everyone's favourite enigma, 
John Constantine, He's not the J.C. is 
he? Swampy’s been to hell and back. 
dnd if something big and evil is going to 
show up, JC seems the sort of person 
who might be wandering about tryingto 
Stop it. There seem to be a lot of refer- 
ences which might be biblical lurking 
around as well, especially in issue 37. 

Time to sign off with an observation. It 
seems unlikely that letters like this one 
will be considered for printing as it is 
critical rather than laudatory, but if “the 
new DC” is going to print a comic which 
is truly adutt, the letters page should 
reflect this and be able to take the rough 
with the smooth. And that /sn’t just a 
plea to get my letter printed, 

Yours until touchdown, 


ENGLAND 
Interesting deduction about John Con- 
stantine’s identity, James. We've gotten 
lots of mail from people thinking’ he’s 
Sting or Billy Idol, but Jesus Christ— 
well, this is definitely a first. The 
enigmatic and beguiling Constantine 
may be many things (he likes to keep us 
guessing, too, the nerve of him),but we 
can assure you that he’s not and never 
has been Jesus Christ. 
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Dear Alan and his Swamp Friends, 
Please do not print any more letters 
beginning with Wow! or Geel or any- 
thing like that. We all know that Alan 
Moore is a good writer. Those people 
usually write in because they got 
skeptical the month before when they 
heard that the JLA willbe gueststerring 
or something like that. They should 
know better. You are consistently good. 
The thing about your writing is that 
some issues are pretty good, while 
others are bombshelis (not to be con- 
tused with bombs). Obviously it would 
be better if you'd blow us up witha shell 
every month. It's understandable if you 
don't. But you should make every issuea 
little better than it is. If you're building 
up to the next issue, make sure there's 
something of interest in this one. Likein 
issue 43, Swampy and Abby spend time 
together, but/nothing is accomplished. 
Abby was uptight for somereason you'll 
probably explain next issue, but other 
than that, there are no smiles that you 
should be giving us from watching two 


people in love. Another problem (eg thet 
sometimes you have too many bai 7 
which ... dont ... sourdd ... tight ... In .3. 
between ... some... words ... When 
‘Swampy is thinking, the dots are usually 
placed well, but even Swamp Creatures 
don't interrupt what they're saying with 
dot dot dot. 

There's something in SWAMP THING 
that might be interesting for you to 
explore. There are quite a number of 
insomniacs in the world, but at night t 


“think they are fess active and less 


“awake” than usual. But how about 
Swampy? Does he sleep? If he doesn’t, 
ha's probably more awake than insom- 
niacs. What does he do for 24 hours? 
Come to think of it, what does he do in 


_ the daylight hours? It’s hard to spend the 


whole day thinking without any T.V. or 
book er movie in between: Does Swam- 
py ever go to the circus? That would be 
an interesting story. He could be an 
added attraction: Why doesn’t the 
Swamp Thing seem to be known in the 
world? If you can believe in Superman, 


' and every other character in DC Land, 


then why wouldn't the public go for 
Swamp Thing? > 
Joe Devon 
67-48 171st 
; Flushing, NY 11365 
* Swamp Thing hes basically chosen to 
keep his life quiet, and isolated from the 
, “real” world, Joe. Let's face it, even 
"though we hie him, we think your 
average supet-hero believer wauldhave 
@ hard time. accepting him, into their 
‘eainstream life. As for Swampy’s late- 
night activities. he’s been known to 
have soma pretty wild dreams in the 
past, so he does actually get his beauty 
sleep. Bit, @ typical day in our faverite 
wegatable's life? Now, there's a story 


. ideal 
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Dear Swamp Thing Crew: 
Your issues haven't had much 


_ happening in them lately and | was just 


about to giva up en them when | picked 


” up acopy of issue #43. My life will never 


-he the.same, it was spectacular. 


» < reminded ma just why J buy the book. 


Nown |. know why it won two ‘64 Eagle 
ewards: The atories and the artwork are 
absolutely fantastic. They just can’t get 

SWAMP THING #43 instilled a new 
faith in'me that will never die. 1 will 
never doubt your book again. But | have 
@ question: What exactly were those 


things growing on Swampy? Were they 


separate plant. elementals that fed on 


“his body and: knowledge or were they 


just turnips?: Please tell me because | 

think Swampy is just asicurious as | am. 

J was ‘also wondering, where could | 

find one of those “turnips”? Do | have to 
go all the wy to Hocige? 

Sincerely yours, 

Brian A. Young 

143 Marilyn Court 

Tonawanda, NY 14150 

‘Shame Thing has all different kinds of 

“tubers, plants. algae, fungus, even 

»lawers growing on hin Brian, Just 


when's: sprouting from fur depends on 


the particular season, The “turnips ‘you 
refer to (they look like sweet potatoes to 
us) are imbued with Swamp Thing‘s 
essence. They're not separate thinking 
(nor non-thinking. for that matter) plant 
elementals. 
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Dear Swamp people, 

And Alan Moore ‘does it yet againi 

1 am speaking, of course, of the 
wondrous and terrible tale which is told 
to us in SWAMP THING #43. Even 
handicapped by the absence of the art- 
team of Bissette/Totleben, this story 
was nothing short of miraculous. in fact, 
pushing themselves to the limit to live 
up to the artists-in-residence, Stan 
Woch and Ron Randall have turned in 
their most spectacular job evar. The 
Storytelling is truly magical. 

ft is, however, Alan‘s scripting and 
construction which is most compelling. 
The parallel experiences of Sandy and 
Milo are riveting, and the transitions 
between the two is the essence of 
@aphic storytelling emphasizing as it 
does the simultaneity of and differ- 
ences in their experiences. Dave's 
question to Sandy on'page 10, “ts any- 
thing happening?” is answered by Milo 
on page 11, "’Nothingl Notone goddamn: 
thirigi” Milo’s terrified “i'm gonna diel” 
‘on the bottom of page 11 isanswered by 
Sandy's revelation, “Life. t's ail life.”on 
the top of page 12. Just as Dave helps 
Sandy outside, into a world. trahs- 
formed by the life-essence’ ‘of the 
Swamp Thing, Milo is thrown “Out!” 
into a dirty urban street by'a bartender. 
When Milo. screams, “It's growing all 
over,” Sandy picks up the thread, “Al 
over the garden.” Further contrast is 
provided when Sandy calmly tells Dave, 
“There's no need for all this fear,’ while 
Milo's soul-piercing scream splits the 
night. Sandy no longer fears death, 
while Milo is panic stricken over a death 
which is not even hisiown, at least, not 
yet. The exhortations of what | assume 
te be, “beneath the hallucination, a 
Rooker to “Let a little love an’ affection 
innaya life’ are answered by yet 
another of Alan‘s incredibly tender love 
scenes. The truths uttered on this page 
(18) are powerful and deaply profound. 
The word “run” becomes the transition 
between pages 16 and 17, as the word 
and concept of “light provides’ the 
transition between 47 & 18. Sandy's 
beautiful. tender, sad daath on page 18 
is vehemently yet futilely denied by Milo 
on page 19. 

Just as Dave and Milo’s entrance to 
Chester's apartment was juxtaposed 
-back on pages 5-9, so the news of Sandy 
and Milo's death is sharply contrasted 
on pages 20-21. The tale ends as it 
began, with a solo scene of Chester, day 
at the beginning, night at the end, but 
beth counseling the reader “...and it 


ust @ question’ of faith, 
.”” The shadow of the Swamp 


faith. 
that's 
Thing in the last pane! completes the 
circle. x 


Thus dess the structure of this 
incredible tale’ mirror its essance: To 


largely @, question of ; 


_ Sandy is revealed the truth of life, the 


beauty, the oneness, the wholeness, 
while Milo experiences a hallucino- 
genic flashback of an entity not himseif, 
of an experience which was false (for as 
wa now know, Alec Holland was not 
transformed into the Swamp Thing). 
Talk about a study in contrasts! 

Did | mention how Stan Woch and 
Ron Randall exceiled themselves on this 
particular job? | understated! The 
scenes of Sandy's newfound “sight” 
-would be entrancing even were they not 
compared with the filthy squalor of 
Mito's hallucination. | was simply awe- 
struck by page 14. ttisa pity that the left- 
right page alternation of Sandy and Milo 
was disrupted by the ad next to page 16, 
but this is a minimal complaint, and it 
did leave Sandy's death as the last pane! 
on page 18, more saddening and more 
final by not being immediately followed 
by a page of story right beside it. 

What else can | say? When the next 
chapter of the history of comics is 
written, covering the present time, the 
current issues of Swamp Thing will 
figure prominently. 

But you already know this, don’t you? 

Keap up the great work, folks. 

‘Lon Levy 
154 Avenue P 
Brooklyn, NY 11204 
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‘Dear Mr. Moore, 
nn yam what | yam an’ tha’s all | 


1m. —Popeye: 

planers bared wee perhaps your best 
SWAMP THING script yet. The 
emotional chiaroscuro of the two “trips”* 
into the psyche of the Swamp Thing 
deepened our understanding of his 
evolution. At the same time, the story 
served as an objective fesson in’ the 
psychology of perception. Each of the 
“consumers” experienced that aspect 
of Swamp Thing which best conformed 
to their own pre-existing attitudes and 
motivations. Neither fully apprehended 
the paradoxical whole of this beautiful 


_ monster. You have developed this char- 


acter into|a figure of mythological pro- 
portions. 
| was reminded by this story of 
another involving the consumption of a 
fruit with the power to alter perceptions 
and values. Perhaps the Swamp Thing, 
in ‘6n earlier manifestation, was 
somehow involved? ... Nahhh! 
Ted Duffield 
4102 Gilbert Stree? 
Oakland, CA 94614 
Hrunn ... that’s two letters speaking of 
veligious connotations in the same 
column, Before we think about that toa 
much, fet's put this baby to bed, and bid 
farewell for this month. 


“NEXT: “The End is heret" That's the 
long-awaited cataclysmic conclusion to 
the sprawling “American Gothic” saga, 
guest-starring practically all of OCs 
supernatural cheracters, and it’s ali 
wrapped in a special double-sized anni- 
versary spectacular! Until then, taka — 
care, averyone—Karan | 


RELAY! 
JAY'S tk 


_ ier 


By Roy Thomas, David Ross and Mike Gustovich 
 * 4 


TM & copyright © 1986 DC Comics Inc. 


Dont miss this exciting DC Special 


a= 


